
TEN THINGS I LIKE ABOUT YOU 

PRACTICE TIPS FROM JUDGE ISICOFF 

ONE 

I LIKE THAT YOU AND YOUR STAFF REVIEW LOCAL RULES AND MY PROCEDURES RATHER 

THAN CALL MY JA OR LAW CLERK TO FIND OUT THE PROPER WAY TO DO SOMETHING, OR TO 

FIND OUT WHAT I DO AND DO NOT EXPECT OR ALLOW WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN MOTIONS 

OR HEARINGS. 

All the judges have taken the time to write and post procedural preferences and guidelines on 

their individual webpages. Moreover, the judges and the clerk have spent a great deal of time putting 

together local rules and local forms with a detailed index to make it easy for you to find information. 

You need to make sure your staff are aware of these resources and use them. 

TWO 

I LIKE THAT, IF YOU ARE NOT OPPOSING A MOTION, YOU PICK UP THE PHONE OR SEND AN 

EMAIL, ADVISING OPPOSING COUNSEL THAT YOU ARE NOT OPPOSING, RATHER THAN JUST 

NOT SHOWING UP FOR A HEARING. 

If you are not opposing a motion, or you are agreeing to relief, let the movant know so that the 

movant can come up at the beginning of motion calendar, OR even avoid coming to court. Don't just 

NOT show up. That will mean that you have caused opposing counsel unnecessary time and expense 

and second, that you have used up valuable court time on a motion that could have been resolved 

easily. Moreover, if you don't show up, I will assume you missed the hearing by accident or 

carelessness, and I will issue an order to show cause requiring you to respond, and, perhaps, show up 

and explain to me in person why you missed the hearing. 

THREE 

I LIKE THAT YOU REMEMBER TO REACH OUT TO OPPOSING COUNSEL BEFORE YOU FILE A 

MOTION IN ORDER TO SAVE TIME AND COST. 

Local Rule 9073-l(D) states "Conference With Opposing Attorneys Required. If a motion seeks 

relief involving a debtor that is represented by an attorney, the trustee, or another particular adverse 

party that is represented by an attorney, the certificate of service for the notice of hearing shall 

include a certification that movant's attorney has contacted counsel for all adverse parties to attempt 

to resolve the matter without hearing." (NOTE: this is in addition to the meet and confer requirements 

of Fed.R.Bankr.P. 7037 relating to discovery disputes.) If possible, you must try to.resolve matters 

without filing a motion. This will save you and your client time and money. It will also save court time. 
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