
 

From Blazing New Trails in 2008 to 
setting sail on the Waves of Explo-
ration in 2009 

Registration for the NCBC’s 2009 
Conference is now open. The staff 
of the Middle District of Florida is 
ready to welcome you as we board 
the SS Explorer and cruise on the 
Waves of Exploration 

Embarkation:  St. Petersburg, Flor-
ida 

St. Petersburg Florida, called the 
“Sunshine City” was founded in 
1888.  

This city, located 25 miles from 
downtown Tampa, sits on a penin-
sula bordered by the Gulf of Mexico 
on the west and Tampa Bay on the 
east and boasts a population of 
nearly one-quarter million resi-
dents, some of whom aren’t even 
retired!  The downtown area sits on 
Tampa Bay and has been described 
as “a bustling business center that 
draws people of all ages offering 
six major museums, a number of 
art galleries, shops, restaurants 
and entertainment options, all in a 
charming waterfront setting.”   
Doesn’t sound bad so far, eh? 

The Skinny: 

∗ When: June 29—July 2, 
2009 

∗ Where: The Renaissance 
Vinoy Resort & Golf Club, 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

∗ Why: Purely for growth 
and betterment of our 
professional selves, of 
course!   We didn’t even 
know there were 
beaches there, honest! 

Conference Hotel: The Renaissance Vinoy Resort & Golf Club 

Registration Begins! 

places to hide.  Remember, people 
who know you will be at this con-
ference.  You’ll be found — don’t be 
sneaky.)  Please note that the hotel 
will be filled to capacity with con-
ference attendees so at times 
some of the hotel’s old style corri-
dors may feel a bit tight. Over 300 
staterooms were reserved for 
conference attendees. 

Our conference hotel “The Vinoy” 
first opened its doors on New 
Year’s Eve in 1925 and is on the 
National Registry of Historic 
places. With its Mediterranean 
Revival Architecture, this hotel 
offers a spectacular waterfront 
location, private marina, 18-hole 
golf course and 12-court tennis 
complex. (Sounds like a lot of fun 

But….what if…? 

Unable to get a stateroom at The 
Vinoy?  No worries! We have plenty 
of additional staterooms reserved 
at other quality hotels within sev-
eral blocks of The Vinoy. Transpor-
tation between The Vinoy and the 
overflow hotels will be provided.  
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On the topic of             
professional betterment: 

Educational Exploration 
Opportunities:  

An excellent array of subjects 
will be explored at this year’s 
conference. A description of 
each class is available at  
http://www.flmb.uscourts.gov/
ncbc2009/sessions/ 

This issue lovingly edited by Middle 
District of Florida especially for you 



Cha Cha Coconuts with George 
Prentice and The Columbia with 
Flamenco Dancer show 

We have duel dinner and entertain-
ment opportunities lined up for you 
for Tuesday night. Both of these 
great restaurants are located at 
the St. Pete Pier and each provides 
a distinctive experience for you 
and your family to enjoy.  The St. 
Pete Pier is located within walking 
distance of the Vinoy.  The six-
story structure located at the end 
of the St Pete Pier offers shops, 
dinning and even a small aquarium. 
Among the restaurants are Cha 
Cha Coconuts and The Columbia. 

Cha Cha Coconuts is located on the 
top floor of the Pier and provides a 
casual, open air atmosphere over-
looking Tampa Bay. A Caribbean 
Buffet  will be served while we 
enjoy the fun, lively music of the 
one & only...George Prentice!  $45 
per adult, $18 per child under 18. 

The Columbia Restaurant is a 
Tampa Bay tradition offering excel-
lent Spanish/Cuban style meals in 
a more refined, yet casual atmos-
phere and great views of Tampa 
Bay. While enjoying the excellent 
food options, you will be treated to 
a authentic Flamenco Dancer 
show. $50 per adult, $10 per child 
9 and under. 

Friendly Aquarium” by Parents 
magazine. This daytime excursion 
is designed with families in mind 
and offers round trip transporta-
tion from The Vinoy and entrance 
to the aquarium.  $35 per adult, 
$31 per child 3-12.  (Age 2 and 
under free.) 

Tuesday, June 30 

Located 25 miles away and across 
Tampa Bay in Tampa’s Channelside 
District is the Florida Aquarium. 
This 250,000 square foot aquar-
ium has more than 20,000 aquatic 
plants and marine animals and has 
been ranked as a “Top-5 Kid 

Family Excursions—Florida Aquarium 

are excited to share with you and 
your family. 

We will provide round trip trans-
portation and a picnic lunch, com-
plete with Cuban sandwiches, 
chips, cookies and bottled water—
all for just $10.00 per person.  

 

Buses will leave from the Vinoy at 
10:30 a.m. and will return at 2:30 
p.m.  

Sorry conference attendees, this 
one’s for your families to explore  
while you learn your day away.   Go 
ahead, rub it in.  They’re gonna be 
so jealous... 

Family Excursions—Fort Desoto Park (pictured) 

Tuesday, June 30 

Only minutes from St. Petersburg 
is Fort Desoto Park, which is con-
sistently voted one of America’s 
Top Beaches.  With its over 3 miles 
of white sand beaches, recrea-
tional trails, fishing piers and his-
toric battery, this park is a gem we 

Conference Excursions—Evening Outings Tuesday June 30 
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Did you know?   

In July, Florida finds 

itself approximately 

twice as close to 

the sun.  Don’t 

forget to bring the  

sunblock!   



If you’re planning on striking out 
on your own before, after, or dur-
ing the conference, you may want 
to consider renting a vehicle for 
your stay.  However, if you’re in 
town for the conference only, we 
think you’ll find the local transpor-
tation options more than meet 
your needs.  There’s plenty of 
entertainment and dining to be 
found within walking distance of 
the Vinoy and the other hotels for 
conference guests. 

There’s also the city’s local trolley, 
“The Looper”, which runs during 
business hours and offers a low-
cost and entertaining way to get 
around downtown St. Petersburg 
for twenty-five cents per ride.  
When was the last time you paid a 
quarter to get anywhere!? 

Looking for a little culture?   St. Pe-
tersburg is home to several excellent 
museums including:  

The Museum of Fine Arts  

St. Petersburg Museum of History  

The Dali Museum  

Florida Holocaust Museum  

All of these museums can be reached 
by a short ride on The Looper. 

Ghost Tours of Historic St. Peters-
burg, FL. Take this 90 minute candle 
light walking tour of St. Petersburg 
and have a ghostly time. The tour 
begins at the Full Monty Café within 
walking distance of The Vinoy http://
www.ghosttour.net/
stpetersburg.html.  This is a family-
appropriate ghost tour.  If you’re into 
a more rowdy—er, adult—experience, 
check out the Pub Crawl option and 
have a toast with a ghost! 

May We Also Suggest... 

Arriving Early?  Take in a game! 

Speaking of striking out on your own, 
sports enthusiasts may want to take ad-
vantage of our excursion on Sunday, June 
28 at 1:30 to Tropicana Field to see the 
almost-World-Series-champion Tampa Bay 
Rays take on the Florida Marlins.  Tickets 
are offered at $20.00 per ticket and in-
cludes admission, hot dog, and a soda.  
Tropicana Field is an event of itself, even 
featuring a stingray tank! 

Transportation in and around St. Pete 
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Did you know?         

Nearly one-third 

of all the world’s 

fun is located at 

an NCBC 

conference!  

Barry Lander 

claims to account 

for at least half. 



You may be thinking to yourself, “But wait – is it time for 
lunch yet?”  We can’t answer that question, but we can give 
you some insight into the entertainment options in the Mid-
dle District region so you can decide whether you’d like to 
stay on for a few days before or after the conference. 

If you prefer to stay local to the conference, the St. Peters-
burg area certainly features plenty of things to do.  The 
stunning beaches and coastlines of St. Petersburg and 
Clearwater, the museums and natural beauty of parks and 
recreation, and the opportunities to kick back and relax 
abound – if you’re into that kind of thing.  If you’re looking 
for more adventure, Tampa offers Busch Gardens theme 
park, brimming with fun filled rides and incredible animals in 
their natural habitat; sports and water adventures; and 
Tampa’s Museum of Science and Industry, which offers ex-
cellent exhibits, a planetarium and an Imax Theatre.  Farther 
south, the Sarasota and Fort Meyers area features more 
sparkling beaches, beautiful Myakka State Park, and the 
Ringling Brothers House and Museum, where you can see 
the stately 56 room mansion of John and Mable Ringling 
called Cà d’Zan, The Ringling Art Museum, gardens and the 
Circus Museum. 

Only about a 90-minute drive away, you’ll find a peaceful 
burg called “Orlando”.  It’s a little-known family destination, 
but before you write it off, let us tell you about a family se-
cret: a hidden series of theme parks collectively known as 
Disney World.  Fun for children and the adults who run after 
them screaming “Come back here right NOW!!”, the four 
major and roughly seventy-three minor attractions of the 
Disney complex aren’t short on appeal.  There’s also Univer-
sal Studios, which some might say has a more adult appeal 
with a higher concentration of thrill rides and opportunities 
to scream your head off while traveling at speeds normally 
not seen outside of the maniac who blew by you on the I-4 
drive from St. Pete to Orlando. 

Keep heading east from Orlando to visit Cape Canaveral and 
the Kennedy Space Center for a – dare we make the obvious 
joke? – truly out-of-this-world experience.  (It’s okay.  
Groan.  You know you want to.)  Traveling northeast of Or-
lando will take you toward Jacksonville.  The beaches and 
town of St. Augustine along the way are highly recom-
mended; touted as the oldest city in America, St. Augustine’s 
historic sites and beautiful vistas make for a worthy visit, 
and you’ll find some of the sweetest bed and breakfasts in 
the state. 

So, What About The Rest of the District? 

Visit our website for lots more!   

http://www.flmb.uscourts.gov/ncbc2009/ 

Photos courtesy of the city of St. Petersburg  


